
HOPE, LOVE AND FAITH 
 

NOTES FOR HOME GROUPS 
 
 

Objectives 
 

1. To look at the significance of the themes of hope, love and faith at this time in the life 
of the Busbridge and Hambleton Benefice 

2. To explore the interlinking of hope, love and faith in both our personal and corporate 
lives 

3. To seek to apply the framework of hope, love and faith to current issues we face in 
our families, community, church and nation 

 

Background 
 
Now is a time to be looking forward with anticipation.  The old rectory facilities have been 
opened which provides a stimulus to think positively about opportunities that flow from the 
new facilities, hence the sermons on 10 June 2018 focus on hope as the start of the series. 
 
Fathers’ day is 17 June 2018 and, therefore, an opportune time to reflect on what does love 
mean in practical ways. On 24 June 2018 the church community across the benefice is 
meeting at Hambledon for the bi-annual celebration event which also coincides with the 
Patronal for Busbridge Church. 
 
In the New Testament church the themes of hope, love and faith were inextricably 
linked.  For example in 1 Corinthians Paul links together faith, hope and love, while 
acknowledging that the greatest of the three is love.   
 
When the epistles were written the churches were seeing opportunities and addressing 
challenges, perhaps in a similar way to our experience in the Benefice.   
 
The biblical passage for each of the three Sundays of 10, 17 and 24 June 2018 is from a 
different epistle: i.e. from Romans on hope; from 1 Corinthians on love; and from Ephesians 
on faith.  The choice of a passage from three different epistles is deliberate in order to 
demonstrate consistency in the way that these three themes are linked together within the 
early church.  It is the same three passages from the Epistles that are the basis of study 
group notes. 
 
 

A: HOPE 

 
What does it mean to live a life of hopefulness that is rooted in faith and love? 
 
The biblical passage is Romans, chapter 5 verses 1-11.  Key points from the passage are: 

 Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord 
Jesus Christ 

 We have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand 

 We glory in our sufferings because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 
perseverance produces character; and character produces hope 

 Hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us 



 
 
As Christians, living a life of hope involves us recognising that the brakes will sometimes 
come on and we screech to a halt.  Living a life of hope in an uncertain world can mean 
taking our seatbelts off, wandering around dark corridors and hearing discouraging news 
from hidden voices.  It can mean getting stuck for long periods and having to change 
direction.  
 
Christian hope is not about living the perfect dream, it involves living through uncertainty, 
holding onto the belief that (in the words of Paul to the Romans) ‘God’s love has been 
poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us’. 
 
Paul does not see hope as an easy flight path to utopia.  He talks of glorifying in our 
sufferings because he knows that suffering produces perseverance, perseverance produces 
character, and character produces hope.  For Paul, hope flowed from suffering, 
perseverance and character.   
 
Paul talked of hope in the glory of God and had to live with unrealised dreams.  In a sermon 
entitled ‘Shattered Dreams’, Martin Luther King talked of the ardent hope of Paul to go via 
Rome to Spain?  Martin Luther King said, “What a glowing hope stirred within Paul’s 
heart.  But Paul never got to Rome according to the pattern of his hopes.  He was there as a 
prisoner and not a preacher.’ 
 
Martin Luther King in this sermon talks of confronting our own shattered dreams.  He 
suggests that this can involve staring daringly at our apparent failures; asking how a liability 
can be transformed into an asset; or a dungeon of shame turned into a haven of redemptive 
suffering.  King sees secure hope flowing out of the toughest of times.   
 
King illustrated this point through this quote from a biographer of Handel: 
‘Handel’s health and fortunes had reached their lowest ebb.  His right side had become 
paralysed and his money was all gone.  His creditors seized him and threatened him with 
imprisonment.  For a brief time he was tempted to give up his fight – but then be rebounded 
again to compose the greatest of his inspirations, the epic Messiah’   
 
The Hallelujah chorus was borne out of suffering and persistence; it was not a smooth flight 
path to glory. 
 
One of Mahatma Gandhi’s famous sayings was: 
‘You must be the change you wish to see in the world’ 
 
Whether we are in our twentieth, fiftieth, seventieth, or eightieth year how might be perhaps 
be called to turn hope into reality by being the change we want to see in the world? 
 

Questions for reflection 
 

1. What is the relevance for us of the words of Paul that suffering produces 

perseverance, perseverance produces character and character produces hope? 

2. How do we balance hope with current reality? 

3. What is the hope that is within us and how do we build on it? 

4. What does it mean to live a life of hopefulness? 

5. How might we be the change we wish to see in the world? 



6. How do we handle a situation where we feel there is no hope? 

7. How do we best engage with people in our community who have little sense of hope? 

 

 

B: LOVE 

 
What does it mean that ‘love always hopes and always perseveres?’ 
 
The intent could be to enable members of the home group to think through what is the 
nature of God’s love that they experience and how best is that love expressed in relation to 
others. 
 
The biblical passage is 1 Corinthians, chapter 13 verses 1-13.  Relevant points from this 
passage are: 

 If I have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing 

 If I give all my possessions to the poor but do not have love, I gain nothing 

 Love is patient, love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not boast 

 Love does not dishonour others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it 
keeps no record of wrongs 

 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth 

 Love always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres 

 Love never fails 

 These three remain: faith, love and hope, but the greatest of these is love 
 

Relevant points that could be developed in a home group include: 

 What is the nature of the Father’s love? 

 What is the nature of love that is ‘patient and kind’? 

 What might be the significance of the words ‘love always hopes and always 
perseveres’? 
 

It might be helpful to share examples of where this type of love has been observed in others 
and the effect that it has had.   
 
In his sermon at the wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle Bishop Michael Curry 
focused on a loving, liberating and life-giving God.  The following quotes from that sermon 
provide food for thought about what is redemptive love.   
 
‘From the Song of Solomon: set me as a seal upon your heart, as a seal upon your arm, for 
love is strong as death, passion fierce as the grave.  Its flashes are flashes of fire, a raging 
flame.  Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it’. 
 
‘Martin Luther King once said, “we must discover the power of love, the redemptive power of 
love, and when we do that, we will make of this old world a new world, for love is the only 
way.’ 
 
Bishop Michael continued, ‘There is power in love, don’t under-estimate it, don’t even over 
sentimentalise it, there is power, power in love’.  Ultimately, the source of love is God 
himself; the source of all of our lives.’  
 
‘There is an old medieval poem which says, ‘where true love is found, God himself s 
there.  The New Testament says it this way: ‘beloved, let us love one another, because love 
is of God and those who love are borne of God and know God.  Those who do not love do 



not know God.  Why?  For God is love’.  
 
‘There is power in love, there is power in love to help and heal when nothing else 
can.  There is power in love to lift up and liberate when nothing else will.  There is power in 
love to show us the way to live’. 
 
‘Jesus began the most revolutionary movement in human history.  A movement grounded in 
the unconditional love of God in the world and a movement mandating people to live out love 
and in so doing to change not only their lives but the very life of the world itself. ‘ 
 
‘Jesus did not die for anything he could get out of it.  Jesus did not get an honorary doctorate 
for dying.  He gave up his life, he sacrificed his life for the good of others, for the good of the 
other, for the wellbeing of the world………….for us.’ 
 
‘That is what love is.  Love is not selfish and self-centred.  Love can be sacrificial and in so 
doing becomes redemptive.  That way unselfish, sacrificial, redemptive love changes lives 
and it can change this world.  When love is the way, we know that God is the source of us 
all, and we are brothers and sisters, children of God.’ 
 
It might be worth reflecting on the verse in 1 Corinthians, chapter 13 which talks about 
putting the ways of childhood behind us.  Might this be a reference to accepting that love is 
not always straightforward in adulthood with life’s challenges meaning that the love we show 
has to be patient and needs to keep protecting others and persevering. 
 

Questions for reflection  
 

1. Where do we observe the redemptive power of love making a significant difference? 

2. How might we best harness the redemptive power of love in the way we engage in 

our families, community, church and work? 

3. How might we exercise love that is patient and kind? 

4. Where have we called upon to bring love that has to keep persevering because it 

feels unrequited? 

5. What does it mean to put the ways of childhood behind me in the way we show 

practical love to others? 

6. What does it mean for us for love to rejoice in truth? 

7. When we feel unloved by others how do we best know that we are recipients of the 

unconditional love of God the Father? 

 

 

C: FAITH 
 
What are our next steps on our journey of faith as we share one hope in speaking the truth in 
love? 
 
This theme provides an opportunity to reflect on what does a life of faithfulness mean for us 
going forward.   
 



The biblical passage is Ephesians, chapter 4, verses 1-16.  Paul is urging his hearers to live 
a life worthy of the calling they have received.  In particular he exhorts them to: 

 Be completely humble and gentle 

 Be patient, bearing with one another in love 

 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace 

 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called 

 
Paul talks of Christ equipping his people for works of service so that the body of Christ may 
be built up by becoming mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.  He 
reminds his hearers that they are no longer infants, tossed back and forth by the 
waves.  They are to: 

 Speak the truth in love 

 Recognise that the whole body is joined and held together as it grows and builds 
itself up in love, as each part does its work 

 
In his book, ‘Bread for the Journey’, Henri Nouwen talks of God’s faithfulness and ours.  He 
writes that when God makes a covenant with us he says; “I will love you with an everlasting 
love.  I will be faithful to you, even when you run away from me, reject me or betray me”.   
 
Nouwen develops his theme of faithfulness in the flowing way. ‘In our society we do not 
speak much about covenants; we speak about contracts.  When we make a contract with a 
person we say, “I will fulfil my part as long as you fulfil yours.  When you do not live up to 
your promises, I no longer have to live up to mine”.  Contracts are often broken because the 
partners are unwilling or unable to be faithful to their terms.’ 
 
Nouwen writes that ‘God did not make a contract with us; God made a covenant with us, and 
God wants our relationships with one another to reflect that covenant.  This is why marriage, 
friendship and life in the community are all ways to give visibility to God’s faithfulness in our 
lives together. 
 
In the same book Henri Nouwen recognises the importance of remaining faithful through 
disappointment.  He writes, “Many people live with the unconscious or conscious expectation 
that eventually things will get better; wars, hunger, poverty, oppressions and exploitation will 
vanish and all people will live in harmony.  Their lives and work are motivated by that 
expectation.  When this does not happen in their lifetimes they are often disillusioned and 
experience themselves as failures”. 
 
“But Jesus does not support such an optimistic outlook.  He foresees not only the destruction 
of his beloved city Jerusalem but also a world full of cruelty, violence and conflict.  For Jesus 
there is no happy ending in this world.  The challenge for Jesus is not to solve all the world’s 
problems before the end of time but to remain faithful at any cost”. 
 

Questions for reflection  
 

1. How do we best live out our calling to ‘one hope’ with ‘one Lord, one faith, one 

baptism, one God and Father of all, who is overall and through all and in all?’ 

2. In our journey of faithfulness together how best do we ‘make every effort to keep the 

unity of Spirit through the bond of peace’? 

3. What does it mean that the whole body is joined together so that ‘every supporting 

ligament grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does it work’? 



4. What does it mean that we are ‘no longer innocent, tossed back and forth by the 

waves’? 

5. How best in our faithfulness do we ‘speak the truth in love’?  In what situation might 

be need to do this over the next few weeks? 

6. How helpful is it to reflect on God making a covenant with us rather than a contract 

with us? 

7. How best do we remain faithful when we feel battered by life’s tough experiences? 
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