
Discipleship – Homegroup material for July 2018 
 

Below are a series of questions to facilitate homegroup studies linked to the sermons on Sundays. 

Ideally, everyone should have listened to the sermon (now possible via the website), and you might like to start the evening by talking about the 

sermon. 

• What do you remember of the sermon? 

• What point (do you think) did the preacher want to make? 

• Is there anything that left a particularly impression? 

• Anything you disagree with? 

• Is there anything you do or will do differently as a result of studying this text? Any change in opinion or attitude? 

It may also be helpful to get people to reflect on the questions either before the group meeting, or give them a few minutes for quiet reflection 

before you start each part of the discussion. That way, the quieter members of the group have a better chance to contribute. 

There may not be time for all the questions, or some may feel more important/relevant than others. That is ok. Try to finish every session with the 

question of how this may affect our lives and attitudes tomorrow/next week/at work etc. What are the practical implications? 

Then spend time in prayer, thanking God for what he has shown you and asking him for help to live it out. 

 

No’ & 
date of 
sermon 

Title & 
Reading(s) 

Aim 
Questions for discussion (if there is more than 1 reading, numbers of questions refer to the numbers 
of the readings) 

1 
 
01.7.18 

Jesus’ disciples 
are both called 
and sent 
 
1 
Mark 10:14-20 
2 
Mark 3:7-19 
3 
Mark 6:6b-13 

To show the 
twofold 
movement of 
being a follower 
of Jesus: being 
drawn to him and 
being 
commissioned by 
him to live as 
Christ for others 

1 
Can you identify a time/occasion where you felt God was calling you? What was it like? 
2 
Imagine you are one of Jesus’ disciples, but discover you are not one of the 12. What is that like? 
What do you want to say to Jesus about it? 
3 
Try to winkle out what Jesus’ instructions might mean for a 21st century Christian. Are they for 
vicars only, or for missionaries? What might be the principles underlying his instructions? Is this 
passage of any relevance to the ‘ordinary Christian in the pew’? 



2 
 
08.7.18 

Disciples learn 
from Jesus 
 
1 
Mark 4:30-41 
 
2 
1 Cor 13:8-13 

To recognise the 
need for us to be 
lifelong learners, 
and to kindle the 
desire to know 
God better 

1 

• How do you learn best? By reading/hearing/watching/trying things out?  

• Can you remember when you gained a specific insight into some Christian doctrine or principle 
– what brought that about? 

• Are there areas where you feel your Christian knowledge and your behaviour or feelings are at 
odds?  

2 

• How comfortable are you with knowing ‘in part’? Do you think it is ok to ‘know in part’ in some 
areas, but in others we should be very clear/ black & white? Can you think of examples where 
this applies? 

• Do you agree with Paul that love is more important than knowledge? What are the implications 
of this, e.g. for how we handle disagreement between Christians? 

3 
 
15.7.18 

Disciples have 
faith 
 
Mark 8:1-21 

To demonstrate 
the difference 
between 
understanding 
and having faith, 
and to encourage 
faith and 
obedience even 
when 
understanding is 
limited 

Mark portrays Jesus’ disciples as apt to get the wrong end of the stick. In these few verses, they do 
it twice – once when they focus on the difficulties of getting food for 4,000, and the other time 
when they are preoccupied with their physical needs and cannot see that Jesus is talking about 
something quite different. 

• Slowly read 8:1-10. If you were to enact it, what are the roles you would need to fill? Which 
role would fit you best? What is your response to Jesus’ statement, ‘I have compassion on 
these people’? 

• Read 8:11-21. What might the questions have been which the disciples asked themselves (and 
each other) in the courses of those two exchanges? What is it Jesus wants the disciples to 
understand in v21? 

• What might encourage or help you to trust Jesus, even if you don’t understand? 

4 
 
22.7.18 

Disciples are 
serious about 
following Jesus 
 
Mark 8:27-38 

To recognise that 
discipleship is 
inevitably costly, 
and to be 
encouraged to 
follow 
nevertheless 

• Would it make a difference/ What difference would it make if Jesus were Elijah or one of the 
prophets rather than the messiah? 

• Bonhoeffer said, ‘When Christ calls a man (sic), he bids him come and die.’ How do you respond 
to that? Is it your experience? 

• V33: how do you see the difference between ‘the things of God’ and ‘the things of men’? 
Where might you have to make a choice between the two? 

• V35 is central to this passage. How would you explain it to a non-Christian? 



5 
 
29.7.18 

Disciples have 
changed 
priorities 
 
1 
Romans 12:1.2 
2 
Mark 10:13-31 

To show that 
being a Christian 
means bucking 
the trend and 
living by Kingdom 
values 

1 
What do you understand to be ‘the patterns of this world’? (Think of what is important, who is 
important, what we focus on, how we set priorities) How do they differ from Jesus’ teaching? 
2 

• What does this section of Mark 10 tell you about Jesus’ priorities? Are they practical or 
reasonable? 

• Note the list of commandments Jesus quotes in v19. Which ones does he leave out? Why do 
you think that is? 

• Would you agree that it is hard to enter the kingdom of God? (Kingdom of God – not a physical 
place or ‘heaven’, but the state of affairs where God’s will is done) 

• What would I be willing to leave or give up for Jesus’ sake? This question is rather close to the 
bone; you may not want to discuss it in the group, but it is worth asking. 

 


